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Foreword by the Head of CIGE_____________________

ΖȇP�SOHDVHG�WR�VKDUH�&Ζ*(ȇV�ȴUVW�3URJUHVV�5HSRUW��WR�LQWURGXFH�RXU�PDQGDWH�WR�LQYHVWLJDWH�
the vicious crimes committed by ISIL against the ethno-religious minorities in the Sinjar 
DUHD� DQG� 1LQHYHK� 3ODLQV� DQG� KLJKOLJKW� RXU� HRUWV� WR� XSKROG� WKH� ULJKWV� RI� YLFWLPV� LQ�
adherence to Iraqi and international laws.

CIGE adopts a multidisciplinary approach involving evidence collection, analysis, 
and preservation as well as providing victim support and collaborating with relevant 
VWDNHKROGHUV�� $� FRUQHUVWRQH� RI� WKLV� HRUW� KDV� EHHQ� WKH� FRRSHUDWLRQ�ZLWK� FRPSHWHQW�
jurisdictions to avoid impunity and ensure that all legal and procedural standards were 
met. Additionally, CIGE has provided continuous psychosocial, medical, and legal support 
for victims throughout the investigation processes.

CIGE’s goal for the next phase is to further contribute to national and international 
SURFHHGLQJV�ZLWK�JOREDO�VWDQGDUG�FDVHV�DQG�FRRUGLQDWH�HRUWV�LQ�SURVHFXWLQJ�SHUSHWUDWRUV�
to ensure that justice is pursued with the highest standards, and victims receive the 
necessary support throughout the legal process.

$V� WKH� KHDG� RI� &Ζ*(�� Ζ� ZRXOG� OLNH� WR� H[SUHVV�P\� JUDWLWXGH� WR� WKH� .XUGLVWDQ� 5HJLRQDO�
*RYHUQPHQW� IRU� WKHLU� LQȴQLWH� VXSSRUW� WR� &Ζ*(� IURP� WKH� WLPH� RI� LWV� HVWDEOLVKPHQW� WR�
date. The decision of the regional government to establish institutions addressing the 
atrocities of ISIL in Iraq, such as CIGE, and their continuous support and defense of this 
cause has been invaluable. Moreover, I highly appreciate all the local and international 
stakeholders for their contributions to enhancing CIGE’s operations and advancing the 
SDWK�WRZDUGV�MXVWLFH�IRU�WKH�DHFWHG�FRPPXQLW\�

Investigative Judge
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Foreword by Dr Dindar Zebari,  
KRG Coordinator for International Advocacy ____________  

The rise of ISIL brought unspeakable atrocities to the people, cultures and heritage of 
ΖUDT�� LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�.XUGLVWDQ�5HJLRQ��ΖQ�UHVSRQVH��WKH�.XUGLVWDQ�5HJLRQDO�*RYHUQPHQW�
�.5*��SURPSWO\�DFWHG�WR�KDOW�WKH�DGYDQFH�RI�Ζ6Ζ/��UHFODLP�WHUULWRULHV�DQG�EULQJ�VWDELOLW\�WR�
the region as well as to secure justice and accountability for their wrongdoing and the 
YDVW�KXPDQ�VXHULQJ�WKH\�LQȵLFWHG��2XU�FRPPLWPHQW�WR�MXVWLFH�DQG�WKH�UXOH�RI�ODZ�OHG�
us to establish CIGE in September 2014. This Commission was, and remains, pivotal in 
RXU�HRUWV�WR�HQVXUH�DFFRXQWDELOLW\�IRU�WKH�FULPHV�FRPPLWWHG�E\�Ζ6Ζ/�DQG�WR�XSKROG�WKH�
rights of the victims.

ΖQ�WKLV�FRQWH[W��ZH�FRPPHQG�WKH�RXWVWDQGLQJ�HRUWV�RI�&Ζ*(��ZKLFK�KDV�SOD\HG�D�FULWLFDO�
role in collecting, preserving, and sharing evidence through cooperation and judicial 
DVVLVWDQFH��7KH�.5*�UHFRJQL]HV�DQG�DSSUHFLDWHV�WKH�GHGLFDWLRQ�WKDW�&Ζ*(�KDV�EURXJKW�
to this endeavor as well as its advances in uncovering the truth about the atrocities 
FRPPLWWHG�E\�Ζ6Ζ/�DQG�VXSSRUWLQJ�YLFWLPV�DQG�VXUYLYRUV��Ζ�FRPPHQG�&Ζ*(ȇV�HRUWV�LQ�WKH�
LGHQWLȴFDWLRQ�RI�PLVVLQJ�SHUVRQV��ZKLFK�KDV�SURYLGHG�PXFK�QHHGHG�FORVXUH�WR�JULHYLQJ�
families, and in supporting victims through dedicated assistance programs. Furthermore, 
Ζ�KLJKOLJKW�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�&Ζ*(ȇV�ȵHGJOLQJ�FRRSHUDWLRQ�ZLWK�QDWLRQDO�DQG�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�
stakeholders to support fair and impartial criminal proceedings. 

7KH�.5*�UHDɝUPV�LWV�XQZDYHULQJ�FRPPLWPHQW�WR�DFKLHYLQJ�MXVWLFH�IRU�WKH�YLFWLPV�RI�Ζ6Ζ/ȇV�
FULPHV��:H�DGYRFDWH�IRU�WKH�UHFRJQLWLRQ�RI�WKHVH�FULPHV�DV�JHQRFLGH�DQG�HPSKDVL]H�WKH�
importance of comprehensive evidence collection, working in close collaboration with 
our international partners.

Dr.Dindar Zebari
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The Commission for Investigation and Gathering Evidence: 
Investigating ISIL crimes from Duhok________________

Our Mandate and Method
CIGE is a judicial body established by the Judicial Council of Kurdistan to investigate 
acts committed by ISIL against ethno-religious minorities in the Sinjar area and Nineveh 
plains from 10 June 2014 that may amount to genocide, crimes against humanity, and 
war crimes under international law. With the powers of an investigative court, CIGE has 
WKH�DXWKRULW\�WR� LQYHVWLJDWH�FULPHV��JDWKHU�DQG�DQDO\]H�HYLGHQFH��SUHSDUH�UHSRUWV�DQG�
statements that can be used in legal proceedings, and facilitate third-state investigations 
through international cooperation. 

The temporal mandate of CIGE is to investigate crimes since the 10th of June 2014, and 
its spatial mandate is to investigate cross-border violations in regards to victims from 
Sinjar area and Nineveh plains area that were moved into Syria and elsewhere. CIGE 
is guided by principles of justice and accountability and is committed to upholding the 
rights of victims, supporting fair, independent, and impartial criminal proceedings in 
adherence with international law. 
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Sinjar region

Ninevah plains

CIGE operates in the following areas: 
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Our Structure
CIGE is constituted with the powers of an investigative court under Iraqi law.  Since its 
establishment, CIGE has pursued its mandate to investigate ISIL crimes in the Sinjar 
DUHD�DQG�1LQHYHK�3ODLQV� LQ�DFFRUGDQFH�ZLWK� ΖUDTL� ODZ�DQG�DLPV� WR�DGKHUH� WR� UHOHYDQW�
international law, international standards and best practices in order that its evidence 
and analysis can be used to facilitate fair and independent criminal proceedings before 
competent national, regional or international courts.

An investigative judge leads CIGE, in accordance with the 
SURYLVLRQV�RI�$UWLFOH������RI�WKH�-XGLFLDO�3RZHU�/DZ�1R�����
RI������RI�WKH�.XUGLVWDQ�5HJLRQ��DV�ZHOO�DV�WKH�&ULPLQDO�
3URFHGXUH�&RGH�1R�����RI������

2YHUVHHV� DOO� &Ζ*(� RSHUDWLRQV� LQFOXGLQJ� LQYHVWLJDWLRQ��
analytical, cooperation and assistance, survivor support  
and outreach.

Committed to the integration of international standards 
within CIGE’s operations to guarantee the principles of 
justice, fairness, and respect for human rights.

Monitors the progress of investigations.Public Prosecutor

Investigative Judge/
Head of CIGE

Public Prosecutor

Investigative Judge/
Head of CIGE

Investigation Analysis Outreach
Missing 
Persons

Documentation 
and Archiving

Victim 
Support
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&RQGXFWV� HYLGHQFH� UHYLHZ�� WDJJLQJ�� YLVXDOL]DWLRQ� DQG�
analysis of evidentiary materials in support of criminal 
statements, analytical reports and requests for 
DVVLVWDQFH��DGKHULQJ�WR�FRQGLWLRQV�RI�FRQȴGHQWLDOLW\�DQG�
informed consent

Engages with survivors and victims to address their 
psychological and emotional wellbeing before, during 
and after engagement with CIGE;

3URYLGHV�UHIHUUDOV�IRU�IXUWKHU�SV\FKRORJLFDO�DQG�PHGLFDO�
WUHDWPHQW�DQG�FHUWLȴFDWLRQ�WR�UH�LVVXH�ORVW�GRFXPHQWV�

&DUULHV� RXW� ZHOIDUH� WUDLQLQJV� WR� VXUYLYRUV� ZLWKLQ� Ζ'3�
Camps in Duhok and Zakho

&RPSOHWHV�PLVVLQJ� SHUVRQ� ȴOHV�� JDWKHUV� SUH�PRUWHP�
data and conducts DNA tests to identify missing 
persons, participates in the exhumation of graves 
and recording of forensic data in coordination 
ZLWK� UHOHYDQW� FLYLO� VRFLHW\� RUJDQL]DWLRQV� �&62V�� DQG�
QDWLRQDO� VWDNHKROGHUV�� LQFOXGLQJ� WKH� .5*� 0LQLVWU\�
RI� ΖQWHULRU�� 'LUHFWRUDWH� RI� <H]LGL� $DLUV�� 2ɝFH� RI�
WKH� .LGQDSSHG� $DLUV�� 0DVV� JUDYHV� 'LUHFWRUDWH� 
of Martyrs Foundation, and Medico Legal Directorate  
in Baghdad.

3XUVXHV�WUDQVSDUHQF\�RI�&Ζ*(ȇV�DFWLYLWLHV�WKURXJK�RXWUHDFK��
communications, and information dissemination.

2UJDQL]HV�� SUHVHUYHV�� GLJLWL]HV�� DUFKLYHV� DQG� UHWULHYHV�
evidentiary materials, maintains and records chain of 
FXVWRG\� DQG� IRUHQVLF� LQWHJULW\�� HQVXUHV� FRQȴGHQWLDOLW\�
DQG� VHQVLWLYLW\� SURWHFWLRQV� WKURXJK� IXOO\�FXVWRPL]HG��
secure, evidence management and retrieval system and 
physical archive;

Ensures secure storage and retrieval of information 
according to access restrictions, security and 
FRQȴGHQWLDOLW\��DQG�FRQWURO�SDQHOV�

3ROLFH� DQG� MXGLFLDO� LQYHVWLJDWRUV� FRQGXFW� LQWHUYLHZV�
with victims and witness interviews to complete victim 
statements and implement investigative procedures.  

Documentation and 
Archiving Unit

Analysis Unit

Missing Persons Unit

Victim Support
Unit (VSU)

Outreach Unit

Investigation Unit
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Collecting evidence of ISIL atrocities in pursuit of  
criminal justice _____________________________

          Evidence Collection
&Ζ*(�UHPDLQV� WKH�SULPDU\�.5Ζ� LQYHVWLJDWLYH�DXWKRULW\�ZLWK�UHVSRQVLELOLW\� WR� LQYHVWLJDWH�
potential international crimes committed by ISIL against ethno-religious minorities 
DFURVV� 6LQMDU� DUHD� DQG� WKH� 1LQHYHK� 3ODLQV�� 7R� GR� WKLV�� &Ζ*(� FROOHFWV� SK\VLFDO� DQG�
documentary evidence from a range of sources including individuals, physical locations, 
ΖUDTL�JRYHUQPHQWDO�ERGLHV��LQWHUQDWLRQDO�DQG�QDWLRQDO�&62V��FDOO�GDWD�UHFRUGV��PHGLD�DQG�
open source, in accordance with Iraqi national law and aims to adhere to international 
law, international standards and best practices, in order that its evidence can be used to 
facilitate fair, independent and impartial criminal proceedings before competent national, 
regional or international courts, to ensure that perpetrators are held accountable for 
their crimes.

7R�GDWH��D�VLJQLȴFDQW�IRFXV�RI�&Ζ*(ȇV�
investigation has been the conduct 
of victim and survivor interviews, 
for the purpose of developing victim 
FDVH�ȴOHV��ZKHUH� LW�KDV�EHHQ�DEOH�WR�
draw on its geographic proximity to 
DHFWHG�FRPPXQLWLHV�DQG�VXUYLYRUV��
as well as the support and referral 
systems of its Victim Support Unit 
and has also made inroads into 
engaging with victims amongst the 
global diaspora. In this regard, CIGE 
KDV�FRPSOHWHG�PRUH�WKDQ������YLFWLP�
statements since it was created, 
following international standards 
regarding informed consent.  

CIGE has jurisdiction to investigate crimes perpetrated against all ethno-religious 
PLQRULWLHV�DHFWHG�E\�Ζ6Ζ/�DFURVV�6LQMDU�DUHD�DQG�WKH�1LQHYHK�3ODLQV��5HFRJQL]LQJ�WKDW�
Ζ6Ζ/�WDUJHWHG�D�GLYHUVH�UDQJH�RI�JURXSV��LQFOXGLQJ�<H]LGL��&KULVWLDQ��6KLD��7XUNPHQ��.DNDȇL��
DQG� 6KDEDN� FRPPXQLWLHV�� &Ζ*(� LV� GHGLFDWHG� WR� DGGUHVVLQJ� WKH� VXHULQJ� DQG� VHHNLQJ�
justice for all victims. Its mandate ensures that CIGE is open and committed to serving 
HYHU\�DHFWHG�FRPPXQLW\� 

2,902 Victim statements completed
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Integrating Investigations and Analysis

Since 2023, CIGE has worked to integrate its investigative and analytical 
activities to ensure that CIGE is able to quickly identify gaps in its evidence, 
quickly focus its investigations and resources in those areas and close the 
information or evidence gaps. Through daily mentoring and regular training 
on investigation practices, collection priorities and investigation planning, 
CIGE Analysts and Investigators have been able to integrate a fused and 
non-linear approach to investigations as a whole. The adoption of collection 
plans and information requirements has enabled analysts to provide input to 
the investigators, support interview planning, and conduct gap analysis of a 
statement immediately upon its submission. As part of its integrated approach, 
CIGE is now able to deploy an investigative team which includes an analyst to 
VXSSRUW�DQG�FRQGXFW�LQWHUYLHZV�UHODWHG�WR�VSHFLȴF�WDVNLQJV��2QH�VXFK�H[DPSOH�
has been the ongoing repatriation task, which seeks to return the remains of 
victims of the Khanasour and Bardiya massacres to their relatives. 
 

- 

UNITAD Training on Digital Forensics and Open Source Intelligence

In February 2024, 10 CIGE analysts participated in a 3-day long training 
by UNITAD’s Forensics Science Unit on digital forensics and open-source 
LQWHOOLJHQFH��26Ζ17��DLPHG�DW�HQKDQFLQJ�WKH�GDWD�FROOHFWLRQ�DQG�DQDO\VLV�
skills of CIGE’s personnel.
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          Information and Evidence Management

To enable CIGE to process the massive amounts of information contained within its 
evidence holdings, it has adopted an evidence management system, similar to the 
evidence repositories or e-platforms used by UNITAD and IIIM. Fully owned and operated 
E\� &Ζ*(�� WKH� IXOO\�FXVWRPL]HG� $UDELF�(QJOLVK� HYLGHQFH� PDQDJHPHQW� V\VWHP� (06�
guarantees the uninterrupted chain of custody, forensic integrity and reliability of data. 
A series of protections and controls are in place to record informed consent procedures 
DQG�SURWHFW�KLJKO\�FRQȴGHQWLDO�DQG�VHQVLWLYH�LQIRUPDWLRQ��ZKLOH�DFFHVV�WR�WKH�V\VWHP�LV�
subject to a range of restrictions and controls. The system supports multiple analytical 
features frequently used in international crime analysis, as well as case-building, 
FDVH�PDQDJHPHQW� IHDWXUHV�DQG�UHTXHVW� IRU�DVVLVWDQFH� WUDFNLQJ�V\VWHP��3URWRW\SHV�RI�
this system have been used by the Defense Unit of the Iraqi High Tribunal, as well as 
LQYHVWLJDWLYH�DQG�SURVHFXWRULDO�HQWLWLHV�LQ�%RVQLD�DQG�+HU]HJRYLQD��&RORPELD��ΖQGRQHVLD�
and Ukraine, while its case-building framework informed the work of the International 
Criminal Court through the form of its ‘in-depth evidence analysis charts’.

Since 2021, CIGE has been in the process of implementing detailed procedures for 
the preservation, storage, retrieval, provision and use of its evidence and analysis that 
conform to international standards. Its personnel have undergone extensive training, 
mentoring and capacity development to ensure their ongoing awareness of and 
compliance with international standards, while CIGE’s physical and digital infrastructure 
has been improved to bring it closer in line with international environments. CIGE’s 
WUDQVLWLRQ�WR�D�ȴW�IRU�SXUSRVH�HYLGHQFH�PDQDJHPHQW�V\VWHP�KDV�WDNHQ�SODFH�DV�SDUW�RI�D�
capacity development and technical assistance with international partners.

In addition to the secured and strictly 
accessed EMS, CIGE maintains a 
well-preserved collection of physical 
archives. The institution also operates 
a climate-controlled physical evidence 
archive that adheres to international 
security standards for the archiving 
of physical materials. This ensures 
the integrity and preservation 
of evidence in accordance with 
international best practices. To date, 
&Ζ*(�KDV�GLJLWL]HG�PRUH�WKDQ��������
documents and registered 37,876 
documents in the EMS.
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CIGE Evidence Management System
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Û7KH� QHZ� (06� KDV� VLJQLçFDQWO\� LPSURYHG� RXU� ZRUN� E\� VWUHDPOLQLQJ� WKH�
process of recording and managing different types of information and 
HYLGHQFH��$GGLWLRQDOO\��WKH�(06�HQKDQFHV�RXU�DELOLW\�WR�FRQGXFW�VHDUFKHV�DQG�
UHWULHYH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�IURP�GRFXPHQWV�HIçFLHQWO\�LQ�DFFRUGDQFH�ZLWK�VHFXULW\�
DQG� FRQçGHQWLDOLW\� SURWRFROV�� ,W� RUJDQL]HV� WKH� UHWULHYDO� SURFHVV�� HQDEOLQJ�
XV� WR�VWRUH��PDQDJH��DQG�SURFHVV�D�FROOHFWLRQ�RI�GRFXPHQWV�ZLWKRXW�EHLQJ�
RYHUZKHOPHG� E\� H[FHVV� LQIRUPDWLRQ�� 7KLV� KDV� LPSURYHG� RXU� FDSDELOLW\� WR�
ORFDWH�DQG�H[WUDFW�UHOHYDQW�GDWD��XOWLPDWHO\�PDNLQJ�RXU�ZRUN�PRUH�HIçFLHQW�
DQG�UHGXFLQJ�WKH�WLPH�VSHQW�RQ�LQIRUPDWLRQ�PDQDJHPHQW�WDVNV�Ü�

– Name redacted, Data Entry Clerk 

           Evidence Analysis
&Ζ*(�DQDO\VWV�ȴUVW�UHYLHZ�DQG�WDJ�HYLGHQFH�UHJLVWHUHG�ZLWKLQ�WKH�(06��EHIRUH�FDUU\LQJ�
out other analytical techniques to identify patterns and develop factual, structural and 
legal analysis that can support analytical reports, statements and requests for assistance, 
DGKHULQJ� WR� FRQGLWLRQV�RI� FRQȴGHQWLDOLW\� DQG� LQIRUPHG� FRQVHQW�� � 7KLV�ZRUN�KDV�EHHQ�
supported and guided through dedicated capacity development and technical assistance 
partnerships with international partners.

Û:LWK�WKH�QHZ�(06�ZH�DUH�DEOH�WR�FDUU\�RXW�D�UDQJH�RI�DQDO\WLFDO�WDVNV�TXLFNO\�
DQG� HIçFLHQWO\�� KHOSLQJ� XV� WR� XQGHUVWDQG� WKH� WRWDOLW\� RI� RXU� HYLGHQFH�� )RU�
H[DPSOH��ZLWK�RXU�SUHYLRXV�V\VWHP�DGGLQJ�YDULRXV�çOH�W\SHV��DQG�WKHQ�OLQNLQJ�
WKHP�WR�FDVHV�ZDV�FXPEHUVRPH�DQG�KDUG�WR�UHWULHYH��7KH�QHZ�(06�VXSSRUWV�
WKLV�SURFHVV��HQVXULQJ�HDV\�LQWHJUDWLRQ�DQG�UHWULHYDO�RI�LQIRUPDWLRQ��HQDEOLQJ�
us to process more evidence with far greater accuracy and speed. Moreover, 
WKH�QHZ�(06�KDV�HQDEOHG�XV�WR�JURXS�LQGLYLGXDO�YLRODWLRQV�LQWR�ELJJHU�LQFLGHQWV��
EDVHG�RQ�WLPH�DQG�ORFDWLRQ��WR�LGHQWLI\�SDWWHUQV�DQG�JHQHUDWH�GLIIHUHQW�IRUPV�
RI�IDFW�EDVHG�DQDO\VLV�Ü�

–Name redacted, Analyst 1

+23,000 'RFXPHQWV�GLJLWL]HG�

37,876 
Documents registered in the EMS
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Success story
Since 2022, a team of CIGE analysts has been established to receive, process 
and prepare requests for assistance received from credible justice partners 
and have undergone detailed training and on-the-job mentoring, regarding 
WKH� KDQGOLQJ� RI� LQFRPLQJ� 5HTXHVWV� IRU� $VVLVWDQFH� �5)$V��� 7KLV� LQFOXGHV�
identifying search terms, creating search plans, conducting the searches, 
UHYLHZLQJ�VHDUFK�UHVXOWV�IRU�SRWHQWLDO�UHOHYDQFH��VXPPDUL]LQJ�WKH�SRWHQWLDOO\�
UHOHYDQW� VHDUFK� UHVXOWV�� DQG�GUDIWLQJ� 5)$� UHVSRQVHV�� ΖQ� SDUDOOHO�� WKH� WHDP�
has developed standard operating procedures, protocols and guidelines to 
HQVXUH�FRQVLVWHQW�DQG�HɝFLHQW�SUDFWLFH�LQ�OLQH�ZLWK�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�SUDFWLFHV��
CIGE has received and responded to several requests for assistance from 
credible authorities in third states. 

“The previous EMS of CIGE consumed much time and had old searching 
methods. This didn’t allow for detailed analysis to ensure accuracy and 
UHOLDELOLW\��2Q�GDLO\�EDVLV��DQDO\VWV�PXVW�VLIW� WKURXJK� ODUJH�GDWDVHWV��YHULI\�
VRXUFHV��DQG�FURVV�UHIHUHQFH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�WR�DYRLG�HUURUV�DQG�ELDVHV��6LQFH�
WKH�QHZ�(06�ZDV�ODXQFKHG��DQDO\WLFDO�ZRUN�EHFDPH�PXFK�HDVLHU��7KH�SURFHVV�
WDNHV�OHVV�WLPH�DQG�VHDUFKLQJ�IRU�LQIRUPDWLRQ�KDV�LPSURYHG��(VSHFLDOO\�ZLWK�
5)$V�� DV� UHVSRQGLQJ� WR� WKHVH� UHTXHVWV�ZLWKLQ� D� UHDVRQDEOH� WLPH� IUDPH� LV�
FUXFLDO� IRU�PDLQWDLQLQJ�RSHUDWLRQDO� HIçFLHQF\�DQG� IRVWHULQJ� WUXVW�� 3URPSW�
UHVSRQVHV� HQVXUH� WKDW� WKRVH� VHHNLQJ� KHOS� UHFHLYH� WKH� QHFHVVDU\� VXSSRUW�
and resources to address their needs without undue delay and the new EMS 
DOORZV�WKDW�Ü�

–Name redacted, Analyst 2
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          Cooperation and Assistance
As part of its legal mandate, CIGE is able to support the investigations of competent third 
states, regional or international courts or investigative mechanisms, into ISIL crimes 
DJDLQVW�HWKQR�UHOLJLRXV�PLQRULWLHV�IURP�6LQMDU�DUHD�DQG�1LQHYHK�3ODLQV��7R�DGYDQFH�WKLV�
goal, CIGE has worked to develop relationships with critical law enforcement agencies in 
WKLUG�VWDWHV�DQG�WR�HVWDEOLVK�UREXVW�DQG�HɝFLHQW�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�FKDQQHOV�IRU�WKH�UHFHLSW�
and transmission of requests for assistance. Dedicated analysts have been trained 
to carry out search and analysis tasks in support of incoming requests, and to draft 
DQDO\WLFDO�UHSRUWV��ZKLOH�WKLV�SURFHVV�LV�VWULFWO\�JRYHUQHG�E\�FRQȴGHQWLDOLW\�DQG�VHFXULW\�
requirements including informed consent procedures.

&,*(�SDUWLFLSDWHV�LQ�(852-867�*HQRFLGH�1HWZRUNÙV���WK�0HHWLQJ
In November 2023, the investigative judge and head of CIGE, participated 
LQ�WKH�(852-867�*HQRFLGH�1HWZRUNȇV���WK�0HHWLQJ��ZKLFK�ZDV�GHGLFDWHG�WR�
the investigation and prosecution of core international crimes committed by 
Ζ6Ζ/�DJDLQVW�WKH�<D]LGL�FRPPXQLW\��7KH�MXGJH�VSRNH�GXULQJ�WKH�RSHQ�VHVVLRQ��
SURYLGLQJ� LQVLJKW� LQWR� &Ζ*(ȇV� ZRUN� DQG� HRUWV� WR� HQJDJH� LQ� JOREDO� MXVWLFH�
initiatives to prosecute international crimes committed by ISIL members, 
noted in the conclusory note as follows:

Û1HWZRUN� PHPEHUV� DSSUHFLDWHG� WKH� FRQWULEXWLRQV� RI� WKH� &RPPLVVLRQ� RI�
Investigation and Gathering of Evidence (CIGE) to its mandate to investigate 
and gather evidence of the core international crimes committed against the 
<D]LGLV��1HWZRUN�PHPEHUV�ZHOFRPHG�WKH�&RPPLVVLRQÙV�VWDWHG�DLP�WR�ZRUN�
ZLWK�RWKHU�SDUWQHUV�DW�WKH�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�OHYHO�WR�HQVXUH�MXVWLFH�IRU�VXUYLYRUV�Ü
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        Identifying missing persons to bring closure and  
SFVOJàDBUJPO�UP�BGGFDUFE�GBNJMJFT�__________________
In the aftermath of the atrocities perpetrated by ISIL in Iraq, many individuals were 
abducted, forcibly disappeared or displaced and whose status, location and condition 
KDYH�\HW� WR�EH� LGHQWLȴHG��&Ζ*(�FROODERUDWHV�FORVHO\�ZLWK�YDULRXV�JRYHUQPHQWDO�ERGLHV�
DQG� &62V� WR� LGHQWLI\� PLVVLQJ� SHUVRQV�� 7KLV� LQFOXGHV� WKH� ORFDWLRQ�� LGHQWLȴFDWLRQ� DQG�
H[KXPDWLRQ�RI�JUDYHVLWHV��LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�UHPRYDO�RI�KXPDQ�UHPDLQV��SHUVRQDO�HHFWV�DQG�
RWKHU�HYLGHQFH��WKHLU�GLJQLȴHG�VWRUDJH�DQG�UHWXUQ�DQG�WKH�H[FKDQJH�DQG�GLVSRVLWLRQ�RI�
crucial forensic data, such as DNA samples, to crosscheck against collected records and 
DLG�LQ�WKH�LGHQWLȴFDWLRQ�SURFHVV��

CIGE registers claims about persons 
went missing, which include 
biographical details of the missing 
persons and their relatives and 
gathers pre-mortem data from 
relatives and other credible sources. 
This information is combined with 
information from other partners 
WR�DQDO\]H�GDWD�� WR�FUHDWH�GHWDLOHG�
SURȴOHV� RI� WKH�PLVVLQJ� LQGLYLGXDOV�
with the aim to establish the identity 
and remains of missing persons. 

Furthermore, CIGE engages in ongoing dialogue with families of the missing, providing 
WKHP�ZLWK�SV\FKRVRFLDO� VXSSRUW�DQG�XSGDWHV�DQG� LQYROYLQJ� WKHP� LQ� WKH� LGHQWLȴFDWLRQ�
process where appropriate. CIGE aims to provide some measure of solace and closure 
WR�IDPLOLHV�DHFWHG�E\�WKH�FRQȵLFW��

Û&,*(� DVNHG�PH� IRU� D� VDPSOH� RI� EORRG� WR� KHOS�PH�çQG�P\�PLVVLQJ� IDPLO\�
PHPEHUV��$IWHU� WKH\�ZHUH�UHVFXHG��P\�SV\FKRORJLFDO�VWDWH�DQG�WKDW�RI�P\�
UHVFXHG� IDPLO\�PHPEHUV� LPSURYHG� YHU\�PXFK� DQG� LW� KHOSHG� XV� OHVVHQ� WKH�
SV\FKRORJLFDO�EXUGHQ�ZH�KDG�HQGXUHG�IRU�VR�ORQJ���Ü�

– (Name redacted) Family member of missing person

2,856  &RPSOHWHG�PLVVLQJ�SHUVRQV�FDVH�çOHV

3,565  DNA donors

583  Missing persons - alive

247  Missing persons - remains

2,016  Missing persons - unaccounted

129�,GHQWLçHG�JUDYHVLWHV�UHJLVWHUHG�ZLWK�&,*(
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        Supporting survivors to achieve justice and accountability
9LFWLPV�RI�DWURFLWLHV�VXFK�DV�WKRVH�FRPPLWWHG�E\�Ζ6Ζ/�PD\�HQGXUH�SURIRXQG�VXHULQJ��
including physical harm, psychological trauma and societal stigma. CIGE and its 
team of psychologists, aim to ensure that victims encounter a safe and reassuring 
environment throughout their engagement with CIGE, without further harm, to the 
fullest extent possible. 

Psychosocial Support
&Ζ*(�SURYLGHV�SV\FKRVRFLDO�VXSSRUW�WR�YLFWLPV�DQG�VXUYLYRUV�XSRQ�LQLWLDWLRQ�RI�D�FDVH�ȴOH��
3V\FKRORJLVWV�IURP�WKH�9LFWLP�6XSSRUW�8QLW��968��FDUU\�RXW�SV\FKRORJLFDO�DQG�YXOQHUDELOLW\�
DVVHVVPHQWV� RI� YLFWLPV� XSRQ� LQLWLDWLQJ� D� FDVH� ȴOH�� RHU� HVVHQWLDO� FRXQVHOLQJ� VHUYLFHV�
before they provide their statement and monitor victims’ wellbeing before, during and 
DIWHU� WKH\�SURYLGH� WKHLU� VWDWHPHQW�� ΖQ� UHFRJQLWLRQ�RI� VSHFLȴF� YXOQHUDELOLWLHV� UHJDUGLQJ�
sexual and gender-based violence, victims’ statements are taken by investigators of the 
VDPH�JHQGHU�DV�WKH�YLFWLP��2QFH�D�YLFWLP�KDV�SURYLGHG�WKHLU�VWDWHPHQW��WKH�968�FDUULHV�RXW�
a further assessment including referrals for psychological or medical support from CIGE’s 
referral network of psychological centers or medical facilities, which CIGE monitors regularly.

Mental Health and Psychosocial Support (MHPSS) and Livelihood Training
The VSU carries out training programmes on mental health and psychosocial  
VXSSRUW� ZLWK� UHVLGHQWV� RI� ΖQWHUQDOO\� 'LVSODFHG� 3HRSOH� �Ζ'3�� FDPSV� LQ� 'XKRN� DQG� 
Zakho, to facilitate the resilience and recovery of survivors who continue to live in  
often challenging circumstances. 

2,750 survivors have undergone psychosocial assessment  
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Focus story
Between late 2021 and June 2024, CIGE was able to provide livelihood 
WUDLQLQJV� IRU�YLFWLPV�RI� Ζ6Ζ/�DWURFLWLHV� LQ�FRRUGLQDWLRQ�ZLWK�*Ζ=�&LYLO�3HDFH�
Services. The project allowed the Victims Support Unit (VSU) at CIGE to 
FRQGXFW�ZHHNO\� YLVLWV� WKURXJK� WKUHH� SURMHFWV� �HDFK� IRU� ��PRQWKV�� WR� Ζ'3�
camps in Sharia, Qadiya, and Esian, Kabartu, Bersif, and Badgid Kendal, to 
provide trainings on life skills, raising awareness about survivors’ rights, 
and trauma coping strategies.

“The training sessions on how to cope with trauma have had a good impact 
on my life. They’ve helped me navigate through challenging times. I’ve found 
VRODFH�LQ�WKH�VXSSRUW�SURYLGHG�GXULQJ�P\�JULHYLQJ�SURFHVV�IRU�P\�EURWKHU��
$OVR��,ÙYH�EHHQ�DEOH�WR�RIIHU�FRPIRUW�WR�P\�PRWKHU�LQ�KHU�EHUHDYHPHQW�IRU�
KHU�VRQ��7KH�WUDLQLQJ�KDV�EHHQ�KHOSIXO� LQ�DOORZLQJ�PH�WR� WU\� WR�RYHUFRPH�
DGYHUVLW\�DQG�çQG�VWUHQJWK�LQ�VXSSRUWLQJ�RWKHUV�Ü�

-Name redacted, Training Participant  
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3FQBSBUJPOT�$FSUJàDBUJPOT
2Q���0DUFK�������WKH�ΖUDTL�&RXQFLO�RI�5HSUHVHQWDWLYHV�DGRSWHG�WKH�<H]LGL�6XUYLYRUV�/DZ�
1R����RI�������<6/���ZKLFK�HVWDEOLVKHG�D�JURXQGEUHDNLQJ�UHSDUDWLRQ�SURJUDP�IRU�<H]LGL��
Turkmen, Shabak, and Christian survivors of ISIL atrocities. Applications were opened 
RQ���6HSWHPEHU�������&Ζ*(�DVVLVWV�VXUYLYRUV�E\� LVVXLQJ�RɝFLDO�VXSSRUWLQJ� OHWWHUV�WKDW�
DɝUP�VXUYLYRUVȇ�HOLJLELOLW\�IRU�UHSDUDWLRQV��7KHVH�OHWWHUV�SOD\�D�SLYRWDO�UROH�LQ�YDOLGDWLQJ�
survivors’ experiences and advocating for their rights to compensation and support. CIGE 
DOVR�UHIHUV�VXUYLYRUV�WR�RWKHU�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�IRU�DVVLVWDQFH�LQ�FRPSOHWLQJ�DQG�SURFHVVLQJ�
their applications for reparations.

Legal support
'XULQJ� SHULRGV� RI� FRQȵLFW� DQG� XSKHDYDO�� HVVHQWLDO� GRFXPHQWV� VXFK� DV� LGHQWLȴFDWLRQ�
SDSHUV��ELUWK�FHUWLȴFDWHV��DQG�SURSHUW\�GHHGV�DUH�IUHTXHQWO\�ORVW�RU�GDPDJHG��SURIRXQGO\�
DHFWLQJ�LQGLYLGXDOVȇ�LGHQWLWLHV�DQG�OHJDO�VWDQGLQJ��5HFRJQL]LQJ�WKH�FULWLFDO�QDWXUH�RI�WKHVH�
FKDOOHQJHV�� &Ζ*(� LVVXHV� FHUWLȴFDWHV� FRQȴUPLQJ� GRFXPHQW� ORVV�� ZKLFK� DUH� SLYRWDO� IRU�
initiating re-issuance processes through governmental channels. CIGE works to provide 
comprehensive assistance in restoring vital documents crucial for upholding legal rights 
DQG�UHEXLOGLQJ�OLYHV�DPLGVW�DGYHUVLW\��$GGLWLRQDOO\��&Ζ*(�RHUV�UHIHUUDOV�WR�D�QHWZRUN�RI�
RUJDQL]DWLRQV�DQG�UHVRXUFHV�WDLORUHG�WR�PHHW�GLYHUVH�QHHGV��:KHWKHU�VXUYLYRUV�UHTXLUH�
legal aid, advocacy services, or other forms of support, CIGE strives to connect them with 
the necessary resources. 

1,308 5HSDUDWLRQV�&HUWLçFDWHV�LVVXHG�VLQFH����6HSWHPEHU�������

7,040 FHUWLçFDWHV�KDYH�EHHQ�SURYLGHG�WR�VXUYLYRUV�HQDEOLQJ�WKH�
re-issuance of lost documents and other legal documentation
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        Building partnerships to achieve our vision _________

CIGE actively seeks diverse partnerships to enhance its operations, including embedding 
international law standards and best practices across its work and facilitating the 
provision of essential services. In parallel, CIGE pursues a cooperation and judicial 
DVVLVWDQFH�SURJUDPPH� LQ�SXUVXLW�RI� LWV� LQYHVWLJDWLYH�JRDOV�� LQFOXGLQJ� WKH� IXOȴOOPHQW�RI�
requests for assistance from credible investigative entities of third states. CIGE remains 
appreciative to its partners for their continued support and contributions to enhancing 
its operations and advocating for this cause. It also remains open and committed to 
engaging with stakeholders where its mandate allows.

Capacity Development and Technical Assistance
&Ζ*(� SXUVXHV� ORQJ�WHUP� SDUWQHUVKLSV� ZLWK� RUJDQL]DWLRQV� ZLWK� H[SHUWLVH� LQ� FDSDFLW\�
development and technical assistance in all aspects of the investigation of complex 
international crimes by non-state actors. To date such partnerships have bolstered CIGE’s 
RSHUDWLRQDO� FDSDELOLWLHV�� LQFOXGLQJ� LQYHVWLJDWLRQ�EHVW�SUDFWLFHV�GLJLWL]DWLRQ�RI�HYLGHQFH��
evidence management and analysis, requests for assistance, general legal assistance, 
victim and survivor support, and outreach.  

Thematic Trainings
&Ζ*(�DOVR�SDUWLFLSDWHV�LQ�VSHFLȴF�WUDLQLQJV�OHG�E\�VXEMHFW�PDWWHU�H[SHUWV�WKDW�FDQ�LQFUHDVH�
its skills, techniques or awareness of relevant aspects of its practice and welcomes such 
support. Since 2023, CIGE has received trainings on a range of topics including secondary 
WUDXPD� OHG� E\� WKH� ΖQVWLWXWH� RI� 3V\FKRWKHUDS\� RI� WKH�8QLYHUVLW\� RI� 'XKRN�� DQG� GLJLWDO�
IRUHQVLFV�DQG�26Ζ17��OHG�E\�81Ζ7$'�

Medical and Psychosocial Services
CIGE continues to maintain and expand its network of service providers who are able to 
SURYLGH�TXDOLȴHG�DQG�DSSURSULDWH�VHUYLFHV�WR�YLFWLPV�DQG�VXUYLYRUV��LQFOXGLQJ�VSHFLDOL]HG�
SV\FKRORJLFDO�FHQWHUV��PHGLFDO�IDFLOLWLHV�DQG�&62V�IRFXVLQJ�RQ�SV\FKRVRFLDO�VXSSRUW�
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Missing Persons
&Ζ*(� FRRUGLQDWHV� FORVHO\� ZLWK� QDWLRQDO� VWDNHKROGHUV� WR� ȴQG�� LGHQWLI\� DQG� UHSDWULDWH�
UHPDLQV� RI� PLVVLQJ� SHUVRQV�� IXUWKHU� UHȴQH� PHWKRGRORJLHV� IRU� LGHQWLȴFDWLRQ� DQG� WR�
facilitate the exchange of pertinent information related to missing individuals, including 
&62V�DQG�QDWLRQDO�LQVWLWXWLRQV�VXFK�DV�WKH�.5*�0LQLVWU\�RI�ΖQWHULRU��'LUHFWRUDWH�RI�<H]LGL�
$DLUV��2ɝFH�RI�WKH�.LGQDSSHG�$DLUV��0DVV�JUDYHV�'LUHFWRUDWH�RI�0DUW\UV�)RXQGDWLRQ��
and Medico Legal Directorate in Baghdad.

Survivor Groups
(QJDJHPHQW�ZLWK�VXUYLYRU�JURXSV��LQFOXGLQJ�WULEDO�OHDGHUV�DQG�PDQDJHUV�RI�Ζ'3�FDPSV��
plays a pivotal role in enabling CIGE to establish connections with remote and diaspora 
survivors. This collaboration enhances CIGE’s understanding of survivors’ experiences 
DQG�FKDOOHQJHV��LQIRUPLQJ�LWV�VXSSRUW�LQLWLDWLYHV�HHFWLYHO\�

NGOs and CSOs

&Ζ*(�LV�FRPPLWWHG�WR�IRVWHULQJ�FROODERUDWLRQ�DQG�FRRSHUDWLRQ�ZLWK�1*2V�DQG�&62V�WR�
enhance support for survivors. As part of this commitment, CIGE actively participates 
in several initiatives, such as the Network of Legal Advisers, where legal advisors from 
QDWLRQDO�DQG�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�&62V�LQ�.5Ζ�FRQYHQH�WR�GLVFXVV�FROODERUDWLYH�LQLWLDWLYHV�DQG�
frequently participates in other events and programs such as those of the Coalition for 
-XVW�5HSDUDWLRQV��&�-5���&Ζ*(�UHPDLQV�RSHQ�WR�HQJDJLQJ�DQG�SDUWQHULQJ�ZLWK�DQ\�1*2V�
that align with its mandate.

Cooperation and  
Judicial Assistance
CIGE provides assistance to 
the criminal investigations of 
several credible third states 
DQG�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�
by actively processing and 
responding to requests for 
assistance, in accordance to 
Iraqi national laws on mutual 
legal assistance. 
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        Raising awareness of ISIL atrocities and CIGE’s work  
through outreach ____________________________
&Ζ*(ȇV� RXWUHDFK� HRUWV� DUH� GHVLJQHG� WR� HPSRZHU� VXUYLYRUV�� UDLVH� DZDUHQHVV�� DQG�
expand cooperation opportunities among justice professionals. CIGE engages directly 
with survivors, providing information on their rights and available support services. This 
includes outreach events aimed at explaining CIGE’s work and support, and other life 
skills techniques on how to cope with critical issues such as violence prevention, anger 
management, and early marriage to enhance their mental and psychological well-being.
To raise awareness about ISIL atrocities, CIGE conducts targeted seminars, participates 
in international forums, and engages with media outlets to contribute to advocacy 
HRUWV� IRU� WKH� IRUPDO� UHFRJQLWLRQ�RI� WKHVH� FULPHV� DV� JHQRFLGH�� %\� WKLV�� &Ζ*(� DLPV� WR�
foster a deeper understanding of the gravity of these atrocities within the global justice 
community. Additionally, CIGE conducts awareness raising campaigns through media 
SODWIRUPV�WR�GLVPDQWOH�VWLJPD�DURXQG�YLFWLPV��SUHYHQWLQJ�UH�WUDXPDWL]DWLRQ�

Moreover, CIGE is committed to expanding cooperation with national and international 
&62V�� JRYHUQPHQWDO�ERGLHV�� DQG� MXVWLFH�SDUWQHUV�� 7KLV� LQYROYHV�DFWLYH�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ� LQ�
RɝFLDO� HYHQWV�� KRVWLQJ� DQG� DWWHQGLQJ� FROODERUDWLYH� YLVLWV�� DQG� HQJDJLQJ� LQ� VSHFLDOL]HG�
FRQIHUHQFHV�DQG�RSHQ�GLVFXVVLRQV��7KHVH�LQLWLDWLYHV�DUH�FUXFLDO�IRU�UHȴQLQJ�PHWKRGRORJLHV�
in the pursuit of justice for ISIL victims and ensuring the non-recurrence of such atrocities.

33 /LIH�VNLOOV�WUDLQLQJV�ZHUH�GHOLYHUHG�WR�YLFWLPV�LQ�,'3�FDPSV�LQ�����

33 6HPLQDUV�ZHUH�FRQGXFWHG�WR�LQIRUP�VXUYLYRUV�DERXW�WKHLU�ULJKWV�LQ����� 

22 0HGLD�DSSHDUDQFH�E\�&,*(

3 Events were hosted for NGOs since 2023

7 Justice partners were received at CIGE since 2022

German Foreign Minister visits CIGE
2Q�$XJXVW����������WKH�*HUPDQ�)RUHLJQ�0LQLVWHU�
and the Consul General Delegation in Erbil 
visited the Commission for Investigation and 
Gathering Evidence (CIGE) in Duhok. During 
the visit, they held discussions with the Head of 
&Ζ*(�DQG�LWV�VWD��ZKR�SURYLGHG�DQ�RYHUYLHZ�RI�
the CIGE’s activities. Both parties also discussed 
potential cooperation opportunities.
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&RPPHPRUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�1LQWK�$QQLYHUVDU\�RI�WKH�<D]LGL�*HQRFLGH
Under the auspices of the Governor of Duhok, various authorities, including the CIGE, 
*HQHUDO�'LUHFWRUDWH�RI�0DUW\UV�$DLUV��*HQHUDO�'LUHFWRUDWH�RI�&XOWXUH�DQG�$UWV��DQG�/DOLVK�
&XOWXUDO�&HQWHU��FRPPHPRUDWHG�WKH�QLQWK�DQQLYHUVDU\�RI�WKH�<D]LGL�JHQRFLGH�LQ�6LQMDU��
The event at the University of Duhok’s conference hall on March 8, 2023, involved female 
survivors, their families, and a broad representation from Duhok and Sinjar communities, 
JRYHUQPHQW�ERGLHV��FLYLO�VRFLHW\��DQG�PHGLD��ΖW�HPSKDVL]HG�WKH�XUJHQW�SXUVXLW�RI�MXVWLFH��
DFFRXQWDELOLW\��DQG�GLJQLȴHG�UHWXUQ�RI�GLVSODFHG�<D]LGLV�WR�WKHLU�KRPHODQGV�

Awareness Symposium to prevent violence against women
2Q�1RYHPEHU����������� WR�PDUN�WKH� ΖQWHUQDWLRQDO�'D\�IRU� WKH�(OLPLQDWLRQ�RI�9LROHQFH�
DJDLQVW�:RPHQ��WKH�9LFWLP�6XSSRUW�8QLW�DW�&Ζ*(�� LQ�SDUWQHUVKLS�ZLWK�*Ζ=��RUJDQL]HG�D�
RQH�GD\�DZDUHQHVV�VHPLQDU�DFURVV�WKUHH�Ζ'3�FDPSV��(DFK�FDPS�VDZ�WKH�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�
RI� ��� LQGLYLGXDOV�� 7KH� VHPLQDU� DLPHG� WR� UHFRJQL]H� YDULRXV�SDWWHUQV� RI� YLROHQFH� DQG� WR�
GLVVHPLQDWH�HHFWLYH�VWUDWHJLHV�WR�FRPEDW�YLROHQFH�DJDLQVW�ZRPHQ��3DUWLFLSDQWV�H[SUHVVHG�
VDWLVIDFWLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�HYHQW��DɝUPLQJ�WKHLU�LQWHQW�WR�DSSO\�WKH�QHZ�NQRZOHGJH�JDLQHG�

Meeting of Legal Advisors
$V�D�PHPEHU�RI�WKH�QHWZRUN�RI�/HJDO�$GYLVRUV�IURP����&62V��&Ζ*(�KRVWHG�WKH�PRQWKO\�
PHHWLQJ� RI� WKH� QHWZRUN�� RQ� )HEUXDU\� ��� RI� � ������ &Ζ*(ȇV� QHZ� HHFWLYH� HYLGHQFH�
management system and analytical work were presented. The meeting also included 
XSGDWHV�RQ�OHJDO�DQG�SV\FKRORJLFDO�DLG�IRU�Ζ'3V��UHIXJHHV��Ζ6Ζ6�YLFWLPV��DQG�SUDFWLFHV�IRU�
FDVH�UHIHUUDOV�DPRQJ�1*2V�
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This report is in honor of all those who lost their 
lives in the terrible atrocities committed by ISIS 
since August 3, 2014. We hope that this report will 
show part of the efforts made by the Kurdistan 
Regional Government to achieve justice for the 
victims and their families, and to bring peace and 
stability to the survivors.
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Learn more about CIGE’s work and achievements by visiting us at:
Azadi Road, Nawroz quarter, 1003Ab, 99442

+ 964 (0) 750 414 7945
Info@cige.gov.krd
www.cige.gov.krd
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